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n  James Baroud’s Falcon awning is the 
most sophisticated and functional self-
supporting awning on the market today.
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There are two types of awnings: 
Conventional awnings, with a square 
or rectangular surface that protects 

either the side or rear of the vehicle, and 
self-standing awnings that open 270° 
and cover both the rear and one side of 
the vehicle. There is currently a surfeit of 
270-degree awnings, but two brands are 
emerging as the main ones disputing the 
market: Alu-Cab and James Baroud.

FIRST OBSERVATION 
Both awnings are of very high quality. They 
are differentiated principally by the price, 
the options and their functionality. The Alu-
Cab Shadow costs 1452 € and the James 
Baroud Falcon 1683 € but this price dif-
ference is easy to explain: The Falcon is 
more sophisticated, with more options 
than the Shadow; it is more versatile, and 
it is tougher.

DESIGN DIFFERENCE
Both awnings are of very high quality. They 
are differentiated principally by the price, 
the options and their functionality. The Alu-
Cab Shadow costs 1452 € and the James 
Baroud Falcon 1683 € but this price dif-
ference is easy to explain: The Falcon is 
more sophisticated, with more options 
than the Shadow; it is more versatile, and 
it is tougher.

n  Like its direct competitor, the Alu-Cab Shadow awning can be fitted with side walls. 

n  The Shadow frame has 3 horizontal arms (or lift arms) and 3 vertical masts 

for the link to the ground. Note the absence of horizontal spars between the lift 

arms to stiffen the assembly against the wind.  

n  Slightly smaller than that of the Falcon, the Shadow’s fabric provides a generous area of shade.

n  With its side walls, the Shadow becomes a real bivouac living room.

50

The FALCONThe FALCON
versus the SHADOWversus the SHADOW

Whether you are travelling with a 4x4, a van, or a chassis-cab cell, it is a good idea to have a 
canopy available to protect yourself from the rain or the sun. However, the awning must be quick 
to install, have a sufficiently enveloping area, and it must be strong enough not to tear off at the 
first gust of wind...

By François Willemin. Photos: Carlos Da Costa and François Willemin
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n  The Falcon is designed to be connected to a James Baroud roof tent via an awning tunnel. 

n A cocoon that feels 

safe.

 The manufacturer is very clear on his website: 
“Whether you are exploring the Outback, on 
an expedition into Death Valley in Nevada or 
crossing the red sand dunes of the Kalahari, 
no camping accessory is more vital than the 
one creating shade."

The Falcon, on the other hand, is designed to 
cope with both the heat and the cold, in sum-
mer or winter, in all latitudes. It is the "panzer" 
of 4x4 vehicle awnings. All its features are 
over-sized to offer more toughness and, inevi-
tably, better weather resistance. Consequent-

ly, it is more versatile because it can be used 
in all weathers, to protect you from the sun, 
and also from the rain and snow, with far su-
perior protection against the wind compared 
with other awnings on the market

OPTIONS AND 
ACCESSORIES

Despite the quality of its manufacture 
the Shadow remains a “simple” awning 
whose function is limited to the protec-
tion and comfort of the crew. The Falcon 
goes further: Its primary function is simi-
lar to that of the Shadow, of course, but 
in addition to that it is designed to be 
joined to a roof tent of the same brand 
through an airlock ("store tunnel"), a 
unique James Baroud feature that is also 
a world first. When the Falcon is equip-
ped in “living room” mode with its side 
walls, one can move from the roof tent 
to the living space, and vice versa, out of 
sight and protected from the weather. For 

moment, in this configuration that com-
bines bedroom and living room, we have 
one of the most sophisticated and versa-
tile concepts in terms of mobile camping. 
Both the awnings are designed to be fitted 
with these side walls which convert them 
into veritable bivouac living rooms. But 
there are other significant differences: the 
walls of the Falcon descend lower than 
those of the Shadow and the "ground 
flaps" that may be covered with snow or 
sand are larger, offering better insulation. 
The Shadow has only one opening, while 
the Falcon has three, which provides bet-
ter ventilation in hot weather and more 
possibilities of moving about when eating 
in company. The Shadow has four win-
dows, each with a conventional mosquito 
net and occulting panel. The mosquito 
net is "light" and tears easily, to say the 
least.
.In no way comparable with the Falcon’s 
mosquito net (the one that equips all 
James Baroud tents), which is made of 

n The Shadow's rooftop carrier is a great example and is very well finished and convenient.

n Advantage or disadvantage? To give an additional slope angle, the Shadow is equipped with a lifting strut. However, 
to protect the canvas from inevitable tearing in the event of repeated rubbing, some models are supplied with PVC 
reinforcement. 

n  Unlike the Falcon, which fits directly against the top of the 
vehicle, the Shadow needs to be fitted with an option to 
make the connection between the awning and the vehicle.

n  Impressive: The canvas of 
the Falcon seen from the sky

n Aramid reinforced mosquito nets: no comparison with 

the standard mosquito net used in the Shadow.
n  With its walls, the Falcon also converts into a bivouac living room.

n  As we have observed in several storms, the Falcon is the toughest awning on the market. Notice the horizontal spars between the lift 
arms provided to stiffen the assembly. This is a very useful option that is not available on the Shadow

nPanoramic vision, as always, James Baroud’s speciality. 

We can see the tinted transparent panels on the left bay. 

Convenient to take advantage of the daylight, whether in 

rain, wind or snow. n   The Shadow’s knuckle is the most reliable on the market, 
with that of the Falcon. Note the opening in the canvas 
above the knuckle. Not so great when it rains!

n Hyper traditional windows with a light mosquito net and 

occulting canvas. In the absence of the transparent panels 

fitted to the Falcon, in case of wind or rain it is necessary to 

close everything to shelter.  

It is a well-made self-supporting awning, ultra-fast to unfold. Its frame is strong enough to 
support the canvas when there is not too much wind. However, above 15 km/h it is highly 

advisable to anchor it to the ground with guy ropes and to stiffen the assembly by inserting 
the vertical masts. Above 30 km/h, we definitely do not recommend opening it, because 
the absence of horizontal spars prevents such a large expanse of canvas being stiffened 
properly. This results in some slack, which in the end can lead to tearing.

THE ALU-CABTHE ALU-CAB  SHADOW AWNINGSHADOW AWNING

It is a self-supporting awning. It is 
a little slower to set up. It is sized 

for "extreme conditions" with its 
reinforced frame and its many masts 
and spars. After fixing it to the ground 
perfectly, we tested it several times 
with winds of 45 and 48 km/h without 
it suffering any effects. 

THE JAMES BAROUDTHE JAMES BAROUD
FALCON AWNINGFALCON AWNING

n  True to its name, the Shadow is 
an invaluable comfort accessory in 
very hot weather. That is why it was 
created.

n An ingenious idea: 
The clips connected to 
the guy ropes to create a 
slope and prevent water 
accumulating.
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reinforced Aramid. With the Shadow, if it 
rains or is windy you are forced to close 
everything to be protected. This means 
that if you park several days in the same 
place and the weather is bad, you may 
have to live in the dark (or in the shade). 
On the Falcon, the windows have been re-
placed by large panoramic bays to have a 
greater notion of space and more light.  In 
bad weather you are not obliged to cloak 
yourself in the dark as in the Shadow: the 

windows are fitted with transparent tinted 
anti-cracking and anti-UV transparent pa-
nels. You are protected and you can still 
take advantage of the daylight.

OPENING AND CLOSING

In a "self-supporting" configuration, the 
Alu-Cab canopy is faster to install, with 
a difference of 29 seconds. It is also 
easier to close, with 34 seconds saved. 
There are two reasons for this diffe-
rence: The canvas of the James Baroud 
awning is larger and the frame has 5 ho-
rizontal arms ("lift" arms), which create 
more thickness of canvas and, inevi-
tably, more time to put everything in 
place. The Alu-Cab has slightly less en-
veloping fabric, thinner canvas, and its 
frame has only 3 horizontal arms, which requires less time for folding. Another 

reason is that the James Baroud awning 
fits in a heavy-duty longitudinal carrier 
with a PVC tarp attached with Velcros, 
while the Alu-Cab is stowed in a simple 
PVC cover closed with a zip fastener.

You need to have seen a 270° awning break to understand the importance of this part. We 
have seen three of them torn off: A Foxwind Rhinorack, a Batwing Rhinorack, and their 

Chinese "equivalents" found for next to nothing in some accessory shops. At first glance the 
small tubular-shaped lifting mats had left us doubtful about their strength. The same applies for 
the main knuckle which had seemed to us just as "light"  It must be said that these awnings 
are marketed far below the price of the Alu-Cab and the Falcon. But there we are: In small 
gusts of wind in Morocco, the €740 Foxwind was torn off while the Alu-Cab didn’t move. 
In Slovenia, the €700 Batwing flew off while the Falcon did not budge, and in the Massif 
Central the €400 Chinese awning changed sides of the vehicle while the Falcon remained 
stoically in place. Each time the break occurs at the same place: at the knuckle. On the Alu-
Cab it is already of a good size; on the Falcon it is downright oversized…

THE MAINTHE MAIN  KNUCKLEKNUCKLE
n  The walls are connected to the roof by the horizontal spars which serve to stiffen the assembly. It is a bit longer to install (10 

minutes more than on the Shadow), but it is strong.

n   No crinkling, the canvas is perfectly taut with a slight 
slope to prevent water collecting.

n  A mosquito-free room for the 
summer or a bivouac living room 
for the winter? We have the choice!

n  As you can see, the Falcon marries 
very well with the vehicle.

n  4 lift arms on the Falcon instead of 3 on the Shadow.

n  Unlike the Shadow, the Falcon has no opening at the knuckle.


	ENG Cover 4X4MONDIAL 177
	ENG Article 4X4MONDIAL 177

